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REFORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  : His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  & Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Barnstaple. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Administration  of 
the  Borough  for  the  Year  i960. 

Dr.  F.  J.  H.  Martin  resigned  his  appoint- 
ment as  Medical  Officer  of  this  Authority  in  September 
1959.  He  had  held  the  position  of  Medical  Officer 
to  this  Borough  since  1938.  I wish  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  thanking  him  for  his  kind  help  and 
assistance  which  he  has  given  me  at  all  times  since 
my  appointment.  His  long  experience  and  knowledge 
of  the  Borough  rendered  such  advice  invaluable. 

, . • l 

: w . > . • • •  *  * ' 

I should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  kind 
welcome  to  me  and  for  their  assistance;  also  the 

• * i . ( 

Staff  of  the  Department  for  their  co-operation  shown 
to  me  at  all  times. 

Yours  faithfully, 

E.  WILLIAMS, 

t • » * 

I . \ k.  \ 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


His  Worship  the  Mayor 
Chairman 
Aldermen 


Councillors 


Councillor  R.  M.  Huxtable,  J.F., 
Councillor  J.  R.  V/hyman 
G.  Casey 

F.  A.  Dunning 
W . J . Thomas 

W.  H.  i/ilkey , J.P. 

G.  H.  Capel , J.F. , 

Mrs.  G.  D.  Elliott,  C.C., 

Miss  K.  K.  Howard 
F.  A.  H.  Holland,  J.F., 

J.  H.  Rayner 
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STAFF 

# 

* 

* 


The  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  consists  of 
Part-time  Officer  - 

: . • ' .1  ' • ' 

E.  WILLIAMS,  M.R.C.S, , L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Whole-time  Officers  - 


W.  RODGERS,  M.A.P.H.I., 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


F = V.  PYE,  M.A.P.H.I. , 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 


MISS  E.  M . FENNELL 


Clerk 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  BOROUGH  - 

Ai in  Qcrcs  • • • •••  « « . •••  » . . ••• 

Population  (Registrar-General's  Mid-Year  Estimate) 

Rateable  Value  (as  at  1.4.1961)  

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  (Year  1960/61  Estimate) 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (as  at  1.4.1961)  ... 

Number  of  Corporation  Houses  (as  at  31. 12. i960) 
Density  of  Persons  per  House  

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  - 

Births  : Comparability  Factor  

Deaths  : " " 

• • • • • • 

VITAL  STATISTICS  - 


2,396 

15,550 

£285,020 

£1,154 

4,827 

l,l4l 

3.2 


1^03 

0.83 


Live  Births  - 

Number  . ...  ... 

Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  Total  Live  Births 
Stillbirths  - 

Number  

Rate  per  1,000  Total  Live  & Still  Births  ... 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  

Infant  Deaths  (Deaths  under  1 Year)  

Infant  Mortality  Rates  - 

Total  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Total  Live  Births 
Legit.  " " " " Legit.  " " ; 

Hleg.  " " " " Illeg.  " » 

Neo— natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per 

1,000  Total  Live  Births) 

iarly  Neo— natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week 

per  1,000  Total  Live  Births) 
Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths,  and  Deaths  ) 

under  1 week  combined,  per) 
1,000  Total  Live  & Still  Births) 
Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  - 

Number  of  Deaths  

Rate  per  1,000  Total  Live  & Still  Births  ... 

Death*  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  , , , ... 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  


26l 

16.78 

7.27 

9 

53.33 

270 

4 

15.32 

16.52 

NIL 

7.66 

3.83 

37.03 


1 

3.70 

233 

14.98 
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METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT  - 

I am  obliged  to  the  Barnstaple  Meteorological  Station 
at  The  North  Devon  Athenaeum  for  the  following  information  : 

Barometer  : Highest  reading  30.7  inches  on  8th  February; 

Lowest  " 28.9  " M 1st  November. 

Temperature  : Maximum  79°  on  4th  June; 

Minimum  ( — ) (Thermpmeter  out  of  order) 

Mean  for  the  Year  ( ) (Not  ascertainable). 


Rainfall  : 46.66  inches. 

Average  for  preceding  10  years  35*2  inches. 
Number  of  days  on  which  .01  or  more  of  rain 
fell  ; 218. 


POPULATION , 

BIRTHS  & DEATHS  TABLE  FOR  THE 

BOROUGH 

SINCE  1946  - 

Year 

Population 

(Regist.Gen.  Estimate) 

Births  Deaths 

1946 

15,810 

336 

232 

1947 

15,960 

369 

265 

1948 

16,000 

317 

242 

1949 

15,940 

287 

22  7 

1950 

16 ,060 

230 

217 

1951 

(Census)  16,110 

263 

24 1 

1952 

16 , 130 

266 

198 

1953 

16,090 

261 

314 

1954 

16,080 

246 

227 

1955 

15,930 

239 

227 

1956 

15,790 

233 

220 

1957 

15 , 750 

255 

227 

1958 

15,660 

244 

223 

1959 

15,520 

281 

214 

i960 

15,550 

261 

233 
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BIRTHS  - 


During  the  year  there  were 
than  occurred  during  1959. 

26l  livfe 

births, 

which  was 

Live  Births  - 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

123 

119 

242 

Illegitimate 

10 

— 2 , 

19 

133 

128 

26l 

===== 

— : 

The  number  of  home  confinements  was  73 , which  is  approx- 
imately 28%  of  the  total  live  births. 

Bicclescombe 

North  Devon  Highfield  Hospital, 

Infirmary  Maternity  Home  At  Home  Ilfracombe. 

27  ' 152  73  9 

Live  3irth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  16.78 

" "■  " " " (adjusted  by 

Area  Comparability  Factor)  17.28 
Birth  Rate  for  England  & v/ales  ...  ...  ...  17.1 

The  Birth  Rate  (adjusted) for  previous  years  and  for  i960 
is  as  follows 


1946 

. . 21.25 

1951  ... 

16.15 

1956  ..  15.34 

1947 

. . 23 . 12 

1952  .. 

16.32 

1957  ..  16.67 

1948 

..  19.8 

1953  .. 

16.05 

1958  ..  16. 04 

1949 

..  18.0 

1954  .. 

15.90 

1959  ..18.64 

1950 

..  14.32 

1955  .. 

15.60 

i960  ..  17.28 

Still 

Births  - 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  • . 

5 

3 

8 

Illegitimate 

1 

0 

1 

6 

3 

9 
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Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Live  ) 

and  Still  Births  ) 

1 ‘ • . I 


0.57 

33.33 


DEATHS  - 


The  total  number  of  deaths  of  Borough  residents  during  th 
year  was  233,  as  compared  with  a figure  of  214  in  1959. 


Hal  es 


Females 


Total 


117 


116 


233 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  

” " " " M (adjusted  by  Area  ) 

Comparability  Factor  ) 
Death  Rate  for  England  & ¥ales  ... 


The  following  table  gives  Causes  of  Death 

M F 


Tuberculosis  - Respiratory 
M - Other 

Syphilitic  Disease  . . ., 

Diphtheria  ... 

Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

Measles’  ... 

Cther  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm  - Stomach  ... 

" ” - Lung,  Bronchus 

" M - Breast 

M " Uterus 

Cther  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  ...  .. 

Diabetes  

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 


3 

13 


8 


1 

Ik 


3 

2 

k 

3 

8 

1 

2 

21 


i4.g 


12.4 

H.3 


Tota 


6 

15 
4 
3 

16 
l 
3 

35 


Causes  of  Death  (continued) 


M.  F.  Total 


Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ... 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

Other  Heart  Disease  

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

Influenza  ...  

Pneumonia  

Bronchitis  

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  . . . 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  


Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 
Congenital  Malformations 
Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . ..  ... 

All  Other  Accidents  

Suicide  

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 


TOTAL 


20 

10 

30 

1 

5 

6 

22 

30 

52 

8 

5 

13 

4 

7 

11 

3 

2 

5 

3 

2 

5 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

l 

2 

. r- 

2 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

2 

7 

5 

12 

3 

— 

3 

■ - 

4 : 

4 

117 

116 

233 

Deaths  occurred  in  the  following  age-groups  : - 


Under  1 year  . . . 

4 

45  - 64 

yrs 

...  40 

1 - 4 yrs 

— 

65  - 74 

II 

. . . 66 

5 - 14  " 

- 

75  - 84 

II 

...  77 

15  - 24  " 

2 

85  - 94 

II 

...  38 

25  - 44  ” 

4 

95  + 

II 

...  2 

Neo-natal  Deaths  - 


This  represents  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  infants 
under  the  age  of  4 weeks  : - 

M.  F.  Total 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


2 


2 


• • • 
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Neo-natal  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Live  Births  ...  7*66 

» • r t ■ i“*  ‘ 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  - 

During  the  year,  4 infants  died  under  the  age  of  1 year 


M. 

f: 

Total 

Legitimate  3 

1 

. 4 

Illegitimate 

■- 

- 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Total 

Live 

3irths 

The  following  table  gives  causes  of  death  occurring  in 


infants  under  1 year 

Age 

M. 

F. 

Cause  of  Death 

3 days 

1 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

1 week 

1 

Toxaemia 

3 months 

1 

Fibrocystic  Disease 

9 months 

1 

Broncho- pneumonia 

Maternal  Mortality 

- 

One  death  occurred  during  the  year  due  to  childbirth. 
The  previous  death  in  childbirth  occurred  in  1956. 


Cancer  Deaths  - 

There  were  44  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year,  as 
compared  with  35  in  1959. 

Cancer  of  the  lung  in  Males  increased  from  4 to  15  cases. 


10  - 


Males 


Females 


Total 


Ftomach 

Lungs  & Bronchus 

Breast 

Uterus 

Other 


3 

13 


J8 

24 


3 
2 

4 
3 

_8 

20 


6 

13 

k 

3 

J6 

44 


Cancer  of  Lung  & Bronchus 

Males  Females 


Total 


Year  1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 


3 

2 

2 

3 
5 

5 
8 

6 

9 

4 
13 


3 

1 


1 

1 

2 


3 

2 

2 

6 

6 

5 

8 

7 

9 

5 

15 


The  tctal  number  of  cancer  deaths,  and  the  percentage  of 
cancer  deaths  to  total  deaths  since  1948  are  shown  in  the 
following  table 


Year 

Total  No. 

M. 

Cancer 

Deaths  - 

Percentage  of 
Cancer  Deaths 

of  Deaths 

F. 

Total 

to  Total  Deaths 

1948 

• • • 

242 

11 

24 

35 

, 14.4% 

1949 

• • • 

227 

13 

17 

30 

13.1%  - . 

1950 

• • • 

217 

15 

11 

26 

11-9% 

1951 

241 

14 

12 

26 

10.7% 

1952 

• • • 

198 

9 

17 

26 

13.1% 

1953 

• • • 

514 

22 

27 

49 

15.6% 

1954 

• • • 

227 

15 

23 

38 

16 . 7°/0 

(continued  on  Page  11) 


11  - 


Cancer  Deaths  (continued  from 

Page  10) 


Total  No. 

— 

Cancer 

Deaths  - 

Cancer  Deaths 

Year 

of  Deaths 

M. 

F. 

Total 

to  Total  Deaths 

1955 

227 

15 

15 

30 

. 13.2% 

1956 

...  220 

23 

17 

4o 

18.1% 

1957 

...  227 

18 

11 

29 

12.7% 

1958 

...  ' 223 

24 

27 

51 

22.8% 

1959 

214 

17 

18 

35 

16.3% 

i960 

...  233 

2k 

20 

kk 

18.8% 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  - 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  notified  during  i960,  arranged  in  the  various  age-groups. 


— 

02 

<0 

•H 

iH 

• 

. 

Tuberculosis 

h0 

Age  Groups 

0) 

a 

•H 

02 

U 

Measles 

c 

i 

<D 

C 

Put 

Puerper; 

Pyrexia 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Pulm. 

Men in . 
& 

C.N.S. 

Other 

Whoopin 

Cough 

Under  1 yr. 

• 

- 

1 

1 + 

1 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

2 

2 + 

- 

. - > 

1 

_ 

_ 

- 

1 

3 + •"  : 

0 

* 

- ■ 

- 

- 

— 

2 

k + 

• 

— 

_ 

- 

m 

- 

5-9  yrs . 

4 

2 

1 

- 

3 

10  - l4  " 

- 

- 

1 

- 

■ - 

- 

— 

- 

15  - 19  " 

— 

1 

- 

1 

- 

20  - 34  " 

_ . 

— 

_ 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

35  - 44  11 

1 

2 

* : ' 

3 

- 

- 

45  - 64  " 

3 

- 

5 

2 

- 

65  and  over 

! 

“ 

^ • 

1 

- 

Age  unknown 

_ 

_ 

' 

_ 

■ 

- 

" 

1 

1 TOTAL  ... 

1 

4 

8 

. 

9 

* 

4 

2 * 

• 

8 

■ 

• 

■ 1 

1 

1 

i 

9 

— 

12 


* Puerperal  Pyrexia  : 1 case  at  North  Devon  Infirmary  (from  out- 

- - -side  area) 

2 cases  at  "Highfield"  Maternity  Home  (local) 

I • • ’>  ' 

1 case  treated  at  home. 

x Scarlet  Fever  : Both  cases  isolated  at  home. 


_ . . , i 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified 
during  the  year  was  45,  as  compared  with  431  in  1959. 

8 Measles  cases  were  reported,  as  compared  with  289  in  1959. 

No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  and  no  cases  of  Food  Poisoning 
were  reported,  and  for  the  fifteenth  consecutive  year  there  were 
no  cases  of  Diphtheria. 

8 cases  of  Lung  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  as  compared  with 
13  in  1959.  


TUBERCULOSIS  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR 
(arranged  according  to  age) 


1 

Age  Groups 

1 

Pulmonary  , 

1 

Non-Pulmonary  ; • 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1 - 4 years 

!:  - 
. i 

5-9  " 

. i , 

i;  • 

10  - 14  " 

r ■■ 

- 

_ 

15-19  " 

1 

_ 

_ 

20  - 24  " 

— 

1 

25  - 34  " 

1 

35  - 44  " 

3 

_ 

45  - 54  " 

1 

1 

55-64  " 

65  and  over 

— ~ 

1 | 

- 

— 

TOTAL 

i 

f— 

6 

.J 

2 

1 

1 

- - - 1 
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DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Pulmonary 

Non -Pulmonary 

j 

' ■ ■ , M : 

F 

1 „ 

M i F 

, — » 



1 - 4 years 

— 

1 j 

5 - 9 " - : 

i _ 

- j — 

10-14  " 

- 

i 

! 15  - 19  ” 

- 

! 

20  - 24  " 

- 

25-34  " 

- 

1 

35  - 44  " i 

- 

~ “ 

45  - 54  " i 

- '/ 

- r - 

55-64  " ! 

65  and  over  i 1 

TOTAL  ...  i 1 

j 

i , 1 

- 

i i 

• • . ■ • 

, ; , : . 

, .-pi  . 

INCIDENCE  OF  PULWONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  SINCE  19^6 


No.  of  Cases 

Case  Rate  per 

No.  of 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 

Year 

of  Pulm.  T.B. 

1,000  population 

Deaths 

population 

1946 

15 

0.94 

13 

0.82 

1947 

9 

O.56 

6 

0.37 

1948 

11 

0.68 

6 

0.57 

1949 

5 

0.31 

3 

0.18 

1950 

9 

O.56 

2 

0.12 

1951 

18 

1.11 

7 

0.43 

1952 

12 

0.74 

3 

0.18 

1953 

8 

0.49 

2 

0.12 

1954 

4 

0.24 

0 

\ Nil 

1955 

5 

0.31 

1 

0.06 

1956 

12 

O.76 

0 

. Nil 

1957 

6 

0.37 

0 

Nil 

1958 

11 

O.76 

1 

0.06 

1959 

13 

0.83 

1 

0.06 

i960 

8 

0.51 

1 

o.cS 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Tubercul  sis  Register  on  the  1st  January  and  3lst  December,  i960. 


i960 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F; 

Total 

M. 

P. 

Total  iJ 

1st  January 

85 

49 

134 

17 

— 
: 16 

— 

33  ’ 

31st  December 

87 

51 

138 

16 

17 

33 

DjliUNIZATION  AND  VACCINATION  - 

) ' ' *r  •!<.:•* 

Protective  Immunization  and  Vaccination  against  Diphtheria, 
Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus,  Smallpox  and  Poliomyelitis,  are  under- 
taken by  the  General  Practitioners  and  at  the  Infant  Welfare  and 
School  Clinics.  There  are  2 Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  organised 
by  the  Devon  County  Health  Authority  within  the  Borough  : these 
are  held  at  Sticklepath  and  at  the  Alexandra  Road  Clinic  each  week. 


CARE  OF  THE  AGED  - 

Where  possible,  elderly  people  who  are  living  alone  are 
given  every  assistance  to  enable  them  to  remain  as  long  as  possible 
in  their  own  homes.  The  more  needy  cases  are  visited  by  the  Health 
Visitors,  and  in  instances  of  ill-health,  by  the  District  Nurses. 
They  are  also  assisted  in  running  their  own  homes  through  the 
Home  Help  Scheme.  This  is  operated  locally  by  Mrs.  M.  Hughes 
through  the  W.V.S.,  for  the  Devon  County  Council,  and  extends  into 
all  the  North  Devon  rural  area  where-ever  transport  is  available. 

There  are  now  78  Horae  Helps,  full-time  and  part-time. 

During  the  year,  695  cases  were  dealt  with.  Of  these,  at 
least  90  old  persons  are  being  cared  for,  who,  but  for  the  services 
of  the  Home  Help  Scheme,  would  have  to  go  into  hospital  or  a 
Welfare  Horae. 
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i ' ' ■ , - 

There  are  28  blind  persons  who  are  being  cared  for,  and 
during  the  year  there  were  28  maternity  cases  at  which  the  Home 
Helps  attended. 

i , , . r . 

Any  case  recommended  by  a Doctor,  Health  Visitor,  District 
Nurse  or  Hospital  Almoner  may  have  the  services  of  a Home  Help. 

The  W.V.S.  have  also  arranged  a rota  of  helpers  who  visit 
the  aged  in  their  homes,  take  them  magazines,  and  do  their 
shopping  for  them,  etc. 

During  the  year,  the  W.V.S.  organised  an  ’S.O.S.'  window- 
card  scheme  for  the  elderly  person.  These  cards  were  provided  by 
the  local  Rotarians,  and  are  issued  to  the  elderly  who  are  living 
alone.  At  the  back  of  the  card  is  written  the  name  of  the  family 
Dcctor,  the  nearest  relative,  etc.  The  idea  is  that,  should 
ary  assistance  be  required,  one  of  these  cards  is  put  in  the 
window,  and  help  is  forthcoming. 

"IDEALS  ON  WHEELS"  - ' ■ 


This  is  a service  also  provided  by  the  tf.V.S.  A two- 
ccurse  meal  is  prepared  and  delivered  to  the  homes  of  the  aged 
fcr  a charge  of  1/-  per  head.  Approximately  24  meals  are  delivered1 
each  week  during  the  year,  and  they  are  greatly  appreciated. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ( AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1951,  Sec.  47  - 

No  cases  were  dealt  with  under  this  Act  during  i960. 

HOUSING  - - ; 

' ' r ' .•  . . 1 • . f  *  * ! 

• 1 « • * 

During  the  year,  the  demolition  and  clearance  of  the 
remainder  of  unfit  houses  in  Azes  Lane  and  Hardaway  Head  was 
completed.  A start  was  made  on  the  demolition  of  unfit  dwellings 
in  Zion’s  Place  and  Belle  Meadow  area.  The  number  of  dwellings 
involved  in  both  areas  numbered  160.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  76 
dwellings  had  been  demolished  and  the  families  re-housed. 

As  a result  of  the  Ministry’s  request  that  Local  Author- 
ities should  review  the  housing  situation  in  their  area  and  submit 
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a further  list  of  unfit  houses  to  be  demolished  in  the  next  5 
years,  a .other  115  dwellings  were  submitted  as  being  unfit  for 
habitation.  The  Council,  after  consideration,  accepted  the 
recommendation  with  the  exception  of  a terrace  of  21  houses  which 
was  withdrawn  from  the  list. 

Whilst  the  majority  of  available  Council  dwellings  was 
allotted  to  re-house  families  from  clearance  areas,  15  families 
from  the  general  waiting  list  were  re-housed.  These  were  either 
living  in  apartments  or  with  their  parents.  The  general  waiting 
list  of  applicants  for  Council  dwellings  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  190,  157  of  these  applicants  living  within  the  Borough,  and 
53  applicants  living  outside  the  Borough  boundary. 

The  total  number  of  Council  dwellings  erected  and  completed 
during  the  year  was  6l,  20  of  which  were  one-bedroonied  bungalows. 

The  number  of  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  was  14. 


WATER  SUPPLIES  - 


ihe  water  supply  to  the  Borough  has  been  adequate  in 
quantity  throughout  the  year.  •• 

The  water  to  the  Borough  is  supplied  by  The  North  Devon 
v/ater  Board.  The  water  intake  is  from  two  sources  1 one  from 
the  River  Yeo  at  a point  some  5 miles  from  the  town.  This  water 
gravitates  to  the  treatment  works  at  Pilton,  where  it  is  first 
filtered  through  sand  filter  beds,  and  then  chlorinated.  The 
other  source  of  supply  is  Irom  the  I'/ater  Board’s  reservoir  at 
i/istlandpound . This  is  also  treated  by  filtration  and  chlorination* 

i 

During  the  year , all  90  Bacteriological  Samples  submitted 
for  examination  showed  no  B.  Coli  present,  and  were  satisfactory. 

The  iollowing  is  the  result  of  a Chemical  Analysis  on  a 
sample  of  water  taken  from  the  River  Yeo  source  (expressed  in  parts 
per  million) 
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Appearance  : Clear  and  bright 

Colour  : 10 

pH  : 7.3 

Electric  Conductivity  : l40 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  : 


Turbidity  : Nil 

Odour  : Nil 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  : 3 

Dissolved  Solids  : dried  at 

l80°C.  95 


Non-carbohate  : 20 


15 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  : 30 

Hardness  ; Total  : 50  Carbonate  : 30 


. Nitrate  Nitrogen  : 2d  1 Nitrite  Nitrogen  i Absent 

Ammon iacal  Nitrogen  : 0.028  Oxygen  Absorbed  : 0.90 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  : 0 . 026  Residual  Chlorine  : 0 . 12 

Petals  : Iron  : 0.03 

Zinc,  Copper,  Lead  & Manganese  : Absent 

"This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in 
reaction  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  a negligible  trace 
of  iron.  The  water  is  soft  in  character,  and  has  a very 
moderate  content  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents.  Its 
organic  quality  is  of  a high  standard." 

* t ■ i i * ' ' 

"These  results  indicate  a water  which,  from  the  aspect  of 
the  chemical  analysis,  is  pure  and  wholesome  in  character 
’ and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes !" 


SEWERAGE  - 


- l8  - 


O * 


Sewerage  from  Borough  properties  lying  on  the  south  hank 
of  the  Ri\rer  Taw  is  connected  to  the  Barnstaple  Rural  District 
sewerage  scheme,  with  sludge  , treatment  and  disposal  works  at 
Yelland.  This  »/orks  deals  with  sewage  from  all  properties  on 
the  south  bank  of  the  River  Taw  from  Barnstaple  to  Instow,  taking 
in  the  villages  of  Bickington,  Fremington  and  Yelland. 

No  treatment  works  exists  for  the  disposal  of  sewage  from 
Borough  properties  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Taw.  At  present 
sewage  is  disposed  of  directly  into  the  River  by  two  outfalls  which 
lie  within  the  Borough  boundary. 

■ '•  ■ • ;•  • > . . - * • • * i •• 

During  the  year,  the  Council  instructed  their  Consultant 
Engineer  to  prepare  a preliminary  report  for  a treatment  works  to 
deal  with  the  north  bank  sewage.  The  report  has  now  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Council,  and  has  been  accepted  in  principle. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

' . / ' .••••  ' • • ‘ • 

TUBERCULOSIS  ?; 

Hawley  Hospital,  situated  in  the  Borough,  has  28  beds. 
MATERNITY  CASES  - 

At  The  North  Devon  Infirmary,  there  is  a ward  of  l4  beds, 
with  a fully-qualified  staff  available  for  cases  of  doubt  or 
difficulty.  •, 

A General  Practitioners'  Maternity  Unit  of  13  beds  is 
situated  at  "Highfield"  Victoria  Road,  Barnstaple. 

At  Bicclescombe  Hospital,  Ilfracombe,  there  are  10  bedk 
for  Maternity  and  Ante-natal  patients.  During  i960,  9 Barnstaple 
births  took  place  at  this  Hospital. 

r- ' ....  • • 1 • ..  ■ 

There  are  also  4 beds  for  maternity  cases  at  Braunton  Nurs- 
ing Home. 
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ISOLATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  - 

There  is  an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  at  Bideford  - 
The  Kingsley  Hospital  - which  serves  Barnstaple  as  well  as  other 
Local  Authorities  in  North  Devon. 

SMALLPOX  - 

The  Smallpox  Hospital,  to  which  any  cases  of  Smallpox  will 
be  sent,  is  Upton  Pine  Hospital,  near  Exeter.  Special  ambulance 
transport  can  be  obtained  by  contacting  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
V/hipton , Exeter,  Telephone  : Exeter  67158* 

DISINFECTION  - 

By  local  arrangement,  the  steam  disinfection  apparatus  at 
Bicclescombe  Hospital,  Ilfracombe,  is  available  if  required. 


GENERAL  - 
11  » 

The  North  Devon  Infirmary,  situated  in  Barnstaple,  serves 
the  area,  and  provides  modern  medical  and  surgical  treatment  for 
the  residents  of  the  district. 

Two  wards  at  The  Alexandra  Hospital,  Barnstaple,  are  now 
set  aside  as  an  Annexe  to  the  North  Devon  Infirmary,  and  post- 
operative and  recovery  patients  are  transferred  there  as  soon  as 
possible. 

There  are  101  beds  for  the  chronic  sick  at  The  Alexandra 
Hospital . 

1 . • f ‘ 

At  Braunton  Nursing  Home  there  are  4 beds  for  sick  persons.. 
LABORATORY  - 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  of  which  Dr.  B.  Moore  is  the 
Director,  is  situated  at  Bradninch  Place,  Gandy  Street,  Exeter. 

It  is  completely  installed  with  the  necessary  equipment  for 
bacteriological  examinations  of  all  kinds.  Its  diagnostic  and 
consultative  services  are  available  for  all  Doctors. 
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Bacteriological  examinations  of  drinking  water  and  milk 
are  also  carried  out  there. 

There  is  also  a Pathological  Laboratory  *t  75  Boutport 
Street,  Barnstaple,  with  a full-time  Pathologist  and  technical 
staff  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  whole  North  Devon  area.  The 
Blood  B&nk  is  also  situated  at  this  Laboratory. 

, _ • ...  r • • 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES  - 


V.D.  Clinic  : 
Glossope  Annexe  :- 


This  is  held  at  The  North  Devon  Infirmary, 


Sessions 


Males 


( Mohdays,  5*15  p.m. 
( Thursdays,  5*^5  p.m. 


Females 


( Mondays,  4.00  p.m. 
( Thursdays,  4.30  p.m. 


Chest  Clinic  is  held  at  The  North  Devon  Infirmary,  Glossope 

Annexe 


Sessions 


Tuesdays  9 a.m. 

2 p.m. 

Thursdays  9 a.m. 

2 p.m. 

Fridays  9 a.m. 

2 p.m. 


1 p.m.  ) 

4 p.m.  ) 

) 

1 p.m.  ) 

4 p.m.  ) 

1 p.m.  ) 

4p.m.  ) 


Clinic  & X-ray  Examinations 


A.P.  Refills 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES  - 

Under  Section  27  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946, 
the  Local  Health  Authority  (i.e.  the  Devon  County  Council)  is 
responsible  for  the  provision  of  an  Ambulance  Service,  and  the 
Devon  Health  Committee  have  arranged  for  this  to  be  provided 
through  the  agency  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association.  The 
Brigade  serves  the  Borough  and  the  district  around,  and  the  Head- 
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i ; !_  ' r . .»  > 

quarters  are  in  Commercial  Road,  Barnstaple;  Telephone  : Barn- 
staple 2600.  The  staff  consists  of  three  paid  members  (full- 
time), 20  men  volunteers,  and  l4  volunteer  nurses. 

The  Hospital  Car  Service,  also  under  the  Devon  County 
Council,  is  available  upon  application  to  the  Hospital  by  the 
Doctor  concerned,  and  the  Ambulance  Service  is  empowered  to  hire 
cars  in  urgent  cases  when  the  Ambulance  is  not  necessary. 

PROFESSIONAL' NURSING  IN  THE  HOMES  - , 

There  are  2 District  Nurses  and  3 District  Nurse/Midwives 
practising  in  the  Borough.  r 
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REPORT  OF  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


May,  1961. 

. To  : His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  8c  Councillors 

of  the  Borough  of  Barnstaple. 

Mr*  Mayor,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I - . * • ‘ ' ' *r' 

I beg  to  submit  a Report  on  the  work  of  your  Public  Health 
Inspectors  for  the  Year  i960. 

■ . f . 1 

This  is  the  10th  Annual  Report  I have  prepared.  Quif^:  the 
most  striking  progress  in  this  decade  has  been  the  improvement  in 
living  conditions  of  hundreds  of  families  who  have  been  moved  from 
the  demolished  areas  of  insanitary  houses  to  new  Estates.  The 
Barnstaple  of  i960,  in  this  respect,  is  greatly  changed  from  that  of 
19^5,  when  housing  conditions  so  wretched  prompted  the  local  publica- 
tion of  a booklet  which  dwelt  on  the  need  for  a vigorous  programme 
of  clearance.  The  authors,  at  their  most  sanguine,  could  hardly 
have  foreseen  the  demolition  of  over  400  unfit  houses  of  a programme 
begun  in  1955,  with  a further  185  destined  for  demolition,  at  the  end 
of  i960.  During  the  year  under  review,  76  such  houses  were 
demolished  as  part  of  that  programme,  and  though  it  was  the  first 
year  since  1955  when  no  Public  Inquiry  was  held,  further  inspections 
were  made  to  discover  the  remaining  unfit  houses  in  the  Borough, 

these  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  following  five  years. 

. « • / • ' 1 . • } ’ 4 * ! 

Meat  inspection  is  traditionally  the  largest  item  in  the 
"Number  of  Visits",  though  the  Public  Abattoir  did  n)t  have  quite 
the  exceptional  use  made  of  it  in  the  previous  year.  Even  so,  the 
number  of  animals  slaughtered  there  was  well  over  60,000,  and  it  must 
be  commented  that,  in  days  when  a 5~day  week  is  becoming  commonpl a 0.0 , 
there  is  large-scale  use  of  the  Abattoir  every  Saturday  and  Sunday, 
indeed,  it  was  completely  closed  on  only  3 days  in  i960. 
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Refuse  collection  and  disposal  received  regular  surveillance 
The  Refuse  Tip  was  visited  on  nearly  every  working  day.  During  the 
year  several  new  refuse  collection  vehicles  of  compressor  type  were 
demonstrated,  and  the  ordering  of  such  a machine  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  an  important  move  towards  quicker  and  more  hygienic 
collections . 

Food  shops  and  food  preparing  premises  were  again  regularly 
inspected. 


Many  visits  were  paid  under  the  Clean  Air  Act.  The  few 
offending  chimneys  in  a town  such  as  Barnstaple  are  conspicuous  if 
only  because  of  their  rarity,  and  four  ‘offenders'  were  the  reason 
for  nearly  all  visits.  In  every  case,  co-operation  was  forthcoming,, 
but  improvement  was  not  always  apparent  or  maintained.  Expensive 
firing  installations  are  not  installed  at  short  notice,  nor  is  oil- 
burning the  answer  to  every  problem. 

> 

The  main  duties  of  the  Department  are  reported  on  under 
the  following  headings  : - 

(1)  HOUSING  ACTS  and  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  - 

* ’ A. 

613  premises  were  visited,  and  304  re-visits  were  made  as 
a result  of  action  taken. 

76  unfit  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year.  Such  a 
figure  has  been  reported  for  some  years  past,  and  will  feature  in 
further  Reports,  but  demolition  is  not  the  only  treatment  for 
houses  that  are  old-fashioned  or  sub-standard.  50  houses  were 
improved  by  way  of  Grants,  and,  in  addition,  minor  repairs  or 
improvements  were  carried  out  after  Informal  Notice  or  consulta- 
tion at  99  other  houses. 

Houses  built  during  the  year  were  :- 


By  Local  Authority 
By  Private  Enterprise 


61  ) 
l4  ) 


75 


(I  am  grateful  to  the  Borough  Surveyor  for  the  information 
1 s to  the  number  of  houses  improved  by  Grants,  and  also  for  the 
number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year.) 
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It  was  necessary  to  serve  only  2 Statutory  Notices  during 
the  year  - c e each  under  the  Housing  Acts  and  Public  Health  Acts. 

; : . j 

:/h  ..  > • 1 : ■'  : : • " ' : . 

(2)  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  - 

Collection  of  all  domestic  and  trade  refuse  w^s  done,  as  for 
the  past  7 years,  by  3 vehicles  which  together  carried  90  loads  of 
refuse  weekly  to  the  Refuse  Tip  where  refuse  is  handled  and  covered 
by  mechanical  means.  Approximately  12  acres  of  low-lying  land  have 
now  been  brought  by  this  method  up  to  a level  fit  for  development. 

. • . . •'  ; . ; J i v 

Worsening  traffic  conditions  yearly  affect  the  service  of 
refuse  collection,  especially  as  all  but  5 loads  per  week  must  cross 
the  Longbridge,  and  no  change  of  scene  of  tipping  operations  is 
fore-seen  for  years  to  come.  The  purchase  of  a new  compressing  type 
of  refuse  collection  vehicle  of  30  cu.  yds.  potential  capacity  will 
do  much  to  overcome  this , but  there  are  many  streets  of  the  Borough 
where  this  machine  will  not  be  able  to  operate. 

i960  was,  possibly,  the  wettest  year  of  the  century,  and  I 
am  grateful  to  all  the  members  of  this  service  who  did  their  work 
cheerfully  under  dreadful  conditions. 


(3)  SALVAGE  - 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  of  materials 
salvaged,  together  with  their  value 


tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Paper 

• • • 

31 

17 

1 

18 

95* 

13. 

3 

Rags 

• • • 

1 

16 

3 

26 

23. 

10. 

6 

Feathers  1 

• • 0 

- 

- 

1 

8 

'• ■* 

4. 

6 

Metals 

000 

5 

10 

0 

1 

36. 

8. 

9 

39 


4 


2 


25 


£ 155.  17.  0 


(4)  MEAT  INSPECTION  - 
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During  the  year,  the  Public  Abattoir  was  leased  to  The 
Fatstock  Marketing  Corporation,  i.e.  as  from  April  1st,  for  a 
period  of  7 years,  and  it  is  suggested  that  the  initial  disturbance 
caused  by  such  a transfer  was  responsible  for  a decrease  of  7,000 
animals  as  compared  with  1959-  Even  so,  66,675  animals  were 
slaughtered  and  inspected,  and  as  the  greater  number  of  these  were 
for  "export”  and  therefore  removed  according  to  Railway  departures, 

the  number  of  visits  paid  to  the  Abattoir  was  correspondingly  large. 

. ‘ . ' . • ■ . ’ 1 ' >•  .•  . ’ 

The  Slaughterhouse  Act  required  a report  on  local  slaughter- 
ing facilities,  together  with  a list  of  works  required  to  bring  any 
Slaughterhouse  up  to  prescribed  standards  of  construction,  fittings 
and  repair.  As  a result,  improvements  and  alterations  estimated  to 
cost  over  £3,000  were  put  in  hand  by  the  Borough  Surveyor's  Depart- 
ment, and  were  nearing  completion  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

» •_>  ii>'  • 

There  was  no  other  Slaughterhouse  licensed  for  use  in  the 
Borough.  • 

21  Licences  were  issued  to  Slaughtermen. 

Animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  were  as  follows  : - 


Beasts  . . . 

- 4,338 

Calves  . . . 

1,068 

Sheep 

45,736 

Pigs 

15,533 

66,675 

Meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : - 
44  tons  13  cwts.  3 qrs.  23  lbs. 

. •'  • • . 

• Whole  carcases  condemned  include  the  following 

Beasts  ...  74 

P Calves  ...  70 

Sheep  . . . 747 

Pigs  ".. . 26 

917 
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The  following  table  is  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Ministry, 
for  Annual  Reports 

CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 
excl . 
Cows 

j—  ■ 

Cows 

Calves 

■ ' 

Sheep 

8c 

Lambs 

!..  > : 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

3,379 

959 

1,068 

45,736 

15,533 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

3,379 

959 

1,068 

; 

45,736 

15,533 

Nil 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 

* 

! 

. ■ 

TUBERCULOSIS  & 

i .-.■■■ . 

i ■■ 

v..  •;  ■ • 

CY3TICSRCI  - 

j 

— 

Whole  Carcases 

j v ' 

• ' ; 

t -*  • ; 

• ' . > 

■ • 

condemned  ... 

9 

6i 

69 

' 747 

23 

Nil 

Carcase  of  which 

• < . , , 

1 *.* 

some  part  or  organ 

1 

S 

condemned 

j 1,127 

760 

3 

1,741 

- 62 

Nil 

j % of  number  insp. 

affected  with  dis- 

ease  other  than 

1 

» 

► > 

• ; , 

, 

T.B.  8c  Cysticerci  33.6% 

85*6% 

6.7% 

5.4% 

0.6% 

Nil 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY  - 

!;  ' 

: . 

— 

! Whole  Carcases 

!•  • 

• 

condemned 

Nil 

4 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Carcase  of  which 

i 

1 

— 

some  part  or  organ 

’ ‘ 

| 

1 

condemned  ... 

r 6 

48 

3 

Nil 

399 

Nil 

% of  number  insp. 



affected  with  T.B.  0*2% 

5-4% 

0.4% 

Nil 

2.6%  ! 

Nil 

CYSTICERCOSIS  - j-  • 

' 

] 

Carcase  of  which 

1 ? 

■ 

■ 

J 

some  part  or  organ 

j 

i 

condemned  * . . 

22 

4 

Nil 

Nil  ! 

Nil  I 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted 

! 1 

1 

to  treatment  by 

' ! 

] 

1 

refrigeration  i . 

22 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and 



..."  l.i ' — i 

totally  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  , 

Nil  j 

Nil 
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Incidence  of  Tuberculosis  was  again  a reduced  figure  of 
5.4%  in  Cows,  against  10.5%  in  1959*  The  number  of  organs  so 
affected  in  all  bovines  during  the  year  would  only  a few  years 
ago  have  been  seen  in  a month's  inspections. 

Examinations  for  Cysticercus  Bovis  (the  embryo  form  of  a 
tapeworm  infesting  roan)  continued,  and  26  cases  were  found,  a 
decrease^of  9 on  the  previous  year.  The  incidence  of  infection 
fcas  .59%  against  .88%  in  1959* 

(5)  FOOD  PRAISES  - 

(a)  The  Devon  County  Council  is  the  Food  & Drugs  Authority,  but 
tnc  sampling  provisions  are  exercised  locally  in  c~ses  of  emergency 
or  special  interest. 


(b)  The  following  is  a list  of  Food  Premises  * in  the  Borough 


Bread  8c  Cakes  ... 

Cafes  8c  Restaurants 
Cooked  Meats,  etc. 

Dairies  ... 

Fish  (wet)  ... 

Fish  8c  Chips  ... 

Fruit  8c  Vegetables 
Groceries  8c  General  Provisions 
Ice  Cream  ... 

Meat  ... 

Mineral  Water  Factories 
Public  Houses  8c  Hotels 
Sweets  8c  Confectionery 
Wines  8c  Spirits  (Off-Licences) 


16 

18 

3 
17 

6 

9 

24 

63 

1 

29 

2 

42 

109 

4 

343 


* N -B . Where,  as  often  applies,  a food  shop  deals  in  more 
than  one  of  the  aforesaid  commodities,  the  premises 
have  been  classified  according  to  the  predominating 
type  of  business. 
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(c)  153  premises  are  registered  under  Section  l6  of  the  Food  8c 

Drugs  Act  1955,  viz.  48  for  the  Preparation  of  Processed  Foods, 
and  105  for  the  Sale  of  Ice  Cream. 


(d)  129  inspections  of  Registered  Food  Fremises  were  carried  out 

during  the  year,  and  2,214  visits  were  made  to  all  types  of  food 
premises.  The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  and  food  hygiene 

was  very  good. 


(e)  26  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  taken  during  the  year  for 

bacteriological  examination,  with  the  following  results  : - 


Producer 

Grade  I 

I 

« 

- • 'T 

i 

Grade  i 
ii  ! 

1 — 1 

Grade 

III 

Grade 

IV 

! 

Total 

'A' 

5 

- 

1 

> 

. 

5 

| 

'B' 

5 

- 

- . . 

t 

5 

'C‘ 

3 

2 

- 

5 

•D' 

2 

- 

- 

, 

2 

•E' 

4 

1 

1 

3 

9 

f 

TOTAL 

19  . 

3 

1 

1 

3 

26  ; 

1 * ■ 1 

— ."."-i 

All  3 samples  found  to  be  Grade  IV  were  of  bulk  Ice  Cream, 
i.e.  not  pre-packed,  served  by  metal  tongs  which  were  not  kept 
sterile  between  sales.  This  was  remedied  in  all  cases  after 
several  visits  paid  and  adyice  given. 
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(f)  Food  inspected  and  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consump- 
tion was  as  follows  : - 


TINNED  FOOD 


Coffee  ... 

4 

tin(s) 

) 

Cream  ... 

13 

u 

) 

Eggs  (frozen)  ... 

13 

11 

) 

Fish  ... 

123 

11 

) 

Fruit 

1,079 

ti 

) 

Fruit  Juice 

72 

11 

) 

Meat  ... 

394 

11 

) 

Meat  Puddings  . . . 

11 

11 

) 

Milk  ... 

186 

11 

) 

Milk  Puddings  ... 

18 

11 

) 

Preserves  . . . 

6 

11 

) 

Ravioli  ... 

2 

11 

) 

Soups 

107 

n 

) 

Stew 

6 

11 

) 

Syrup  ( Golden ) . . . 

8 

11 

) 

Tomato  ihste 

3 

11 

) 

Vegetables  . . . 

261 

11 

) 

2, 306  tins 


V/ eight 

4,197  lbs.  Th  oz. 


OTHER  FOODS 


Bacon  • • ® • • • 

22 

lbs. 

4 

oz. 

Beetroot  (7  jars)  ... 

5 

it 

2# 

VI 

Breakfast  Cereals  (2  packets)  ... 

1 

it 

0 

ti 

Cake  ...  . . . 

- 

it 

8 

it 

Cheese  ...  . . . 

94 

11 

l 

n 

Fish  (wet)  ...  . . . 

161 

ti 

0 

t« 

Fruit  (fresh)  (5  boxes)  ... 

102 

11 

0 

11 

Fruit  Jellies  (8  jars)  ... 

2 

ti 

0 

it 

Glace  Cherries  (8  packets)  ... 

2 

ti 

0 

11 

Jam  ( 10  jars)  ...  . . . 

11 

11 

4 

ii 

Margarine  ...  . . . 

12 

11 

0 

11 

Meat  (Butchers*  Shops)  ... 

613 

11 

0 

11 

Meat  (opened  tins,  etc.)  ... 

23 

11  - 

6 

n 

Meat  Pastes  (51  jars)  ... 

6 

11 

14 

it 

Relish  (11  bottles)  ... 

8 

11 

7 

11 

Sausages  ...  ... 

25 

11 

8 

it 

Tea  ...  ... 

15 

11 

0 

11 

1,107 

ti 

6$ 

tt 
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(6)  MxLK  & DAIRIES  - , " 

Under  the  Milk  & Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  the  Borough 

Public  Health  Department  is  responsible  for  the  following  admin- 
istrative duties 

! ■ . . * * ... 

(a)  The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  distributive  trade,  other 
than  Producer-Retailers; 

(b)  Control  by  Licence  of  the  sale  of  milk  bearing  Special 
Designations.  (As  from  December,  I960,  this  duty  was  taken 
over  by  the  Devon  County  Council,  and  no  further  Licences 
will  be  issued  by  this  Department); 

(c)  Provision  with  regard  to  the  infection  o£  milk  from  human 
infectious  diseases,  and  from  certain  diseases  of  bovine 
origin; 

(d)  The  prevention  of  the  sale  of  milk  from  animals  infected  by 
tuberculosis  and  other  specified  conditions. 


The  number  of  Dairies  in  the  Borough,  registered  under  the 
Milk  & Dairies  Regulations,  1949  - 1954,  is  17. 

All  milk  retailed  in  the  Borough  is  now  either  Tuberculin- 
tested  or  Heat-treated  (i.e.  Pasteurised  or  Sterilised),  and  the 
following  Licences  were  issued  to  sell  milk  under  such  designa- 
tions 

Tuberculin-tested  ...  7 

Pasteurised  ...  13 

Sterilised  ...  3 

24  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  County  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  the  detection  of  tubercle:  all  were 

negative. 

(7)  WATER  SUPPLIES  - 


The  mains  water  supply  for  the  Borough  of  Barnstaple  is 
satisfactory  both  as  regards  quantity  and  quality. 
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The  Department  receives  weekly  reports  on  samples  sub- 
mitted by  The  North  Devon  Water  Board  for  bacteriological  exam- 
ination. No  unsatisiactory  report  was  received  during  the  year. 

Two  samples  of  water  were  taken  by  the  Department  for 
bacteriological  examination  from  the  Swimming  Bath  (one  from  the 
deep  end  and  one  from  the  shallow  end).  Both  reports  were  very 
satisfactory. 


(8)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  and  DISINFECTIONS  - 


(a)  Investigations  made  concerning  Infectious  Diseases  (cases 
and  contacts)  :- 

Scarlet  Fever  : 2. 


(b)  Disinfections  carried  out  : - 

Chickenpox  (Library  Books)  ... 

General  (2  parcels  of 

second-hand  clothing 
consigned  to  Czecho- 
slovakia) ... 

(9)  RODENT  DISINFESTATION  - 


3 ) 

) 

) 5- 

) 

2 ) 


One  treatment  of  the  sewerage  system  of  the  Borough  and 
the  Woodville  Estate  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 


In  addition,  the  part-time  Operator  treated  such  infesta- 
tions as  were  reported  by  private  householders  and  business 
premises,  and  paid  regular  visits  of  inspection  to  the  Refuse  Tip, 
treating  when  necessary. 


(10)  OTHER  DISINFESTATIONS  - 


17  promises  were  treated  for  pests,  as  follows  : - 

Cockroaches  ...  8 
Fleas  ...  5 
Wasps  (nests)  ...  4 
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(11)  PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928  - 


The  following  Storage  Licences  were  granted  under  the 
above  Act  : - 


Petroleum  Spirit  

Petroleum  Spirit  8c  Carbide  of  Calcium 
Petroleum  Spirit  8c  Petroleum  Mixtures 

Petroleum  Mixtures  

Petroleum  Mixtures  & Carbide  of  Calcium 


• • • 


6o 

2 

6 

7 

l 


76 


The  quantities  stored  are  as  follows  : - 


Petroleum  Spirit 
Petroleum  Mixtures 
Carbide  of  Calcium 


. . . 181,056  gallons 

...  2,034  " 

...  8l6  lbS. 


The  amount  of  fees  received 
respect  of  the  above  Licences  was 


by  the  Corporation  in 
£53.  15.  Od. 


(12)  EXPLOSIVES  ACTS,  1875  & 1923  - 

The  number  of  Premises  Registered  for  the  Storage  of 
Mixed  Explosives  (fireworks,  cartridges,  etc.)  was  : 39* 
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(13)  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959  - 

The  following  tables  show  Inspections,  etc.  carried  out 
during  i960 


(a)  INSPECTIONS  : 


Premises 

! 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspect- 

ions 

— ' - 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Frosec. 

j 

j 1.  Factories  in  which 

S. 1,2,3,^  & 6 are  to  ; 

1 r 16 

15 

be  enforced  by  L.A. 

• 

‘ 

| 

2.  Factories  not  incl.  in 

(1)  in  which  S.7  is 

132 

170 

- 

- 

enforced  by  L.A. 

j 3.  Other  Premises  in 

which  S-7  is  enforced 
by  L.A.  (excluding 
Outworkers ' premises  ) 

10 

- 

1 

i TOTAL  - ...  

158 

. 

185 

- 

(b)  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  ./ERE  FOUND  : 


I 

1 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 

in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
instit^* 

Referred 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

to  H.M. 
Inspect. 

by  H.M. 
j Inspect. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.l) 

9 

6 

— 

1 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temper- 

ature  (S.3) 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventila- 

tion  (S.4) 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

continued,  Page  3^ 

1 
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(b)  DEFECTS  (continued) 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  Number 

defects  were  found  of  cases 

T n ^ j in  which  | 

; _ Referred 

...  ..j-JR?  - ■ 

' 

Found 

died 

to  H.M . 
Inspect. 

by  H.M.,  FV.  j 

Inspect.,  institd. 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

i 

; floors  (S.6) 

— 

?; 

_ 

1 Sanitary  Conveniences  - 

1 ■ i 

(S.7) 

: 

■; 

• 1 : ».  ! 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defec. 

1 

- 

i , ! 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

: 

\ ; • 

i 

? ; , ; ■ ! ; 

sexes 

- 

. — 

. 

: . 

i 

! Other  Offences  against 

• 

• : : ■ • ■ j 

• . j 

; - i:  ! ■ 

the  Act  (not  including 

: ? ; ■ , - j 

j offences  relating  to 

h-,  / • 

i ' 1 . • • j 

j Outwork) 

4 

3 

1 

2 - 

^ 

TOTAL  

1— ' 

15 

9 

' 

: - : 
. i i 

(c)  OUTWORK  : 


Section  110 

. 

Section  111 

I ’ ' 

.... 

Nature 

of 

Work 

j 

No.  of 
Out- 
workers 
in  Aug. 

list 

(S.110, 

lc) 

No.  of 
cases 

of 

default 

in 

sending 

lists 

■-/ 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions 
for 

failure 
to  send 
lists 

No.  of 

instan- 

! i 

ces  of 

: : • - • 

work  in 
unwhole- 
some 

premises 

' 

■ * : 

Notices 

served 

1 

j 

Prosecu; 

tions 

1 

Wearing 
| Apparel 
1 (making,  etc. ) 

79 

••  • 

■ 

i . 

T J :-'i; 

. . *T. 

i 

i Lace,  Lace- 

• 

! curtains,  Nets 

9 

. ' t 

• 1 . 

_ 

TOTAL 

-'*v. 

88 

- 

.. 
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(14)  THE  FOLLOWING  IS  A DETAILED  LIST  OF  SANITARY  OPERATIONS 
CARRIED  OUT  DURING  THE  YEAR  I960 


Public 

Ho  us- 

Food  & 

Fac- 

Nature  of  Works  Done 

Health 

ing 

Drugs 

tories 

Acts 

— 

Acts 

Act 

Acts 

Hew  sets  of  house  drains  laid 

3 

- 

- 

Drains  repaired 

12 

” 

Drains  cleared 

26 

— 

“ 

Smoke  & Water  Tests  applied 

3 

— 

how  soil  pipes  fixed 

l 

_ 

New  vent  pipes  provided 

2 

- 

- 

Fresh  air  inlets  provided 

3 

— 

Hew  inspection  chambers  built 

3 

— 

"" 

New  interceptors  fixed 

2 

- 

- 

New  gullies  fixed 

1 

— 

- 

— 

New  W.C.  pans  provided 

3 

W.Cs.  repaired 

l 

- - 

Lighting  improved 

1 

1 

Walls  repaired 

2 

3 

- 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed 

7 

- 

«... 

- 

Guttering  renewed  or  repaired 

3 

""" 

- 

Ceilings  repaired 

- 

3 

- 

Dampness  remedied 

7 

- 

- 

- 

New  scullery  sinks  provided 

- 

- - 

2 

- 

Washing  facilities  provided 

- 

- 

7 

— 

Rooms  cleansed 

- 

- 

63 

9 

Food  protected  from  contamina-) 

tion) 

. 

29  < 

- 

Offensive  accumulations  removed 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Vermin  and  other  pests  erad-  ) 
7 _ 7 icated) 

17 

- 

- 

- 

Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  ) 

i 

Fire  improved) 

..  - 

1 Premises  where  nuisances  abated 

82 

- 

- 

- 

Houses  demolished 

- 

76 

- 

- 

Houses  closed 



— 

3 

— 

— 
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(15)  SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS,  ETC. 


Total  visits  made  . ... 

Houses  inspected  - Public  Health  Acts 

" " - P.H.A.  (re-visits) 

" " - Housing  Acts 

11  ” - H*A.  (re-visits) 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouse  ... 

Butchers ' Shops  

Food  Preparing  Preraises  ... 

Other  Food  Shops  

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ... 

Milk  Vehicles  (including  sampling) 
Dairies  ...  ...  ...  0 

Ice  Cream  Premises 
Shops  Act  ...  ...  ...  . 

Factories  ...  

Rodent  Control  

Refuse  Tip  

Petroleum  Storage  

Infectious  Diseases  Investigations 
Miscellaneous  Letters  written 
Statutory  Notices  - Public  Health  Acts 

" M - Housing  Acts 

Informal  Notices  - Public  Health  Acts 

" - P.H.A.  (secondary) 

Verbal  Notices  


4,076 

438 

191 

175 

113 

1,488 

43 

167 

420 

22 

12 

25 

37 

1 

185 

34 

312 

12 

2 

55 

1 

1 

99 

18 

76 


*************** 


I am  grateful  to  all  Members  of  the  Council  and  to  the 
Officials  and  Staff  of  other  Departments  for  their  courtesy  and 
ready  co-operation,  both  during  the  year's  work  and  in  the 
preparation  of  this  Report.  In  particular,  I wish  to  thank 
Mr.  Pye  and  Miss  Fennell  for  hard  work  done  so  conscientiously. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  RODGERS, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


